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EPTEMBER MEETINGS 


Mates & Matinee, 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
imes: September 11 


Evenings, 8:00 p.m., Wednesday 
and Thursday, September 11-12 


lace: May Treat Morrison Auditorium 
ubject: “THE NUER’ 


This seldom-seen, award-winning film pro- 
luced by the Film Study Center of. the Pea- 
ody Museum, Harvard University, focuses on 
he tall and graceful Nilotes of Ethiopia and 
ne Sudan who call themselves ‘Nath’ or the 
eal people. To best describe it, let’s turn to 
esponsible critics: “A wealth of observation 
nd a quality of authenticity that bear the 
tamp of truth. The Nuer captures with unfail- 
1g assurance the pace of the people’s daily 
ounds, the timing of their activities and the 
ubtle patterns of their collective interaction 
9 work, play and ritual. Photographically and 
tructurally the film is superb”. And “. . . the 
yeople are seen as human beings — not speci- 
nens placed before a lens to perform their 
ribal rituals. Rich in ethnographic detail, it is 
he work of dedicated men, keen observers 
nd recorders — but above all artists’. And 
. .. visualized in terms of the basic facts of 
heir experience — the flow of seasons, the 
attle, grain and river... watching The Nuer 
5 to participate in a lifestyle marked by co- 
erence and peace’’. This film in color is an 
‘dge longer than our usual presentations with 
| running time of 75 minutes. 

Three presentations as usual and your mem- 
ership card will admit you through the main 


entrance of Cowell Hall. At the matinee per- 
formance you may be asked to present it once 
again at the auditorium entrance. 


MORRISON AUDITORIUM 


“HOW BIG? HOW BRIGHT? HOW FAR?” 
continues in the Theatre of the Stars through 
September 9. Beginning September 13: 


“STONEHENGE REVISITED”, back again by 
popular demand to a tremendously successful 
sky show that unravels some of the mysteries 
of the great circles of stones on the Salisbury 
Plain — ‘‘the “hanging” stones of Britain. 

Performances daily at two with evening 
shows, Wednesday through Sunday, at eight. 
Extra matinees at 3:30 on weekends and holi- 
days. Closed Monday and Tuesday nights. Ad- 
mission: One dollar for adults with half-price 
for those 17 and under. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 

“ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, MINERAL” in Hoh- 
feld Gallery through the end of the month. 
A marvelous melange of ‘things’, both dec- 
orative and utilitarian, created by man out of 
materials at hand around the world and over 
the centuries. 

“EGGS, OEUFS AND AEPYORNIS”. Eggs to 
entrance the eye including the most imposing 
— that of the Elephant Bird of Madagascar. In 
Cowell Hall for an indefinite period. 


“SELECTIONS FROM THE RIETZ COLLEC- 
TION”. An exhibit that concerns itself with the 
gathering, storing, preparation and serving of 
food. Continues indefinitely in Lovell White 
Hall. 

“CETACEA”, an extensive exhibit devoted 
to marine mammals. Cowell Hall. 

ADVANCE NOTICE of monthly Academy 
meetings: October 16-17, November 13-14, 
and December 11-12. AND DON’T FORGET! 
October 23 is the date of a special family fes- 
tivity at the CAS so be sure and save the date! 


News icine “Notes 


It even ied the CE 


of the experts. Something occurred on July 22 


in Steinhart Aquarium so rare and unusual that 
it left knowledgeable fish folk scratching their 


heads and wondering if they could believe 
what they were witnessing. Here’s what hap- 
pened: 

Though many kinds of sharks are known to 
be a natural enemy, the white-sided dolphins 
evidenced something new in behavior when 
they tried desperately to keep life going in a 
badly bruised young thresher shark placed in 
their tank. The shark, extremely rare, had been 
netted by the Sunbeam Bait Company when 
fishing for anchovies. They put in a call to the 
aquarium and the shark was quickly collected 
and brought to the Academy. It suffered from 
net burns as well as shock and was scarcely 
alive when put into the tank. 

A shark, to be kept alive, must be kept mov- 
ing. The two female dolphins immediately be- 
came maternal and tried to help it by moving 
it upward from the bottom of the tank, doing 
it either by using their dorsal fins or gingerly 
trying to pick it up with thejr toothy jaws in 
order to get it in motion. Even when senel 
to Helps the Aolohine still circled and Une into 
the act’ as they could. The dolphin action was 


much the same as the ‘““midwife behavior” evi- 


denced when pups are born — nudging them 
and gently shoving them around to get all 
systems “‘go’’. It was quite a scene to witness 
— dolphin and shark — natural enemies — 
one trying to aid and abet the other. Unfort- 
unately, the shark didn’t quite make it and 
was dead by evening. 

W. Walter Schneebeli, Aquarium Collector, 
in his 26 years of experience has only seen 
three of these rare pelagic or oceanic sharks 
scientifically named Alopias vulpinus. This 
species has an extremely long tail which they 
“thresh” around the fish on which they feed. 
They reach a usual length of 18’ and possibly 
25’ when mature. 


A member of the Academy staff 
was represented recently at the First Inter- 
national Congress on Mammals held in Mos- 
cow, U.S.S.R., June 6-12 of this year. Mr. 
Anatole S. Loukashkin, Research Associate, 
Department of Ornithology and Mammalogy, 
prepared a review entitled “Mongolian Ele- 
ments in the Mammalian Fauna of Northern 
Manchuria” based on his twenty years of ex- 
ploration in that area before World War II. 

In a letter to Mr. Loukashkin, Professor Dr. 
Vladimir G. Heptner of Moscow State Uni- 
versity, Department of Systematics and Zoo- 
geography, wrote that a Russian translation is 
soon to be publshed in Zoologichesky Zhur- 
nal of the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. 


It is a pleasure to report 
that the Academy will be represented in the 
forthcoming bicentennial celebration, specif- 
ically at the Smithsonian Institution which will 
be recreating, insofar as possible, the Philadel- 
phia Centennial Exhibition of 1876. Artifacts 
included then are being collected for re-pres- 
entation and it so happens that the CAS has in 
its possession a singularly notable item that 
will be involved. That item is a 6.4-inch refrac- 
tor telescope that was once the property of 
Professor George Davidson, a legendary, pio- 
neer, scientific figure who looms large in the 
history of the West and of the Academy of 
which he was President, 1872-1886. 


Professor Davidson purchased the instru- 
ment after the Philadelphia Exhibition. He 
brought it to San Francisco where he set up 
the first West Coast observatory in Lafayette 
Square and it was undoubtedly this instrument 
that James Lick peered through thereby be- 
coming fascinated by the science of astron- 
omy. This in turn ignited a greater desire 
which eventually made world-famous Lick 
Observatory a stunning reality. 

The telescope and an equally historic port- 
able meridian transit telescope (both con- 
structed by Fauth & Co) also owned by Pro- 
fessor Davidson have been shipped to Smith- 
sonian authorities. The instruments will be on 
loan-display for at least two years, May 1976- 
1978. 


The fall adult education classes 
brochure has been put into the mails and you 
should have a copy in hand by now. If not, 
give the Education Office a call at 221-5100, 
Extension 11. Extra copies are available for 
friends; classes are open to non-members at 
slightly higher tuition fees. 


Spaces are still available on our 
Veterans’ Day weekend trip to San Diego. Ar- 
riving via air in San Diego mid- -morning, Sat- 
urday, October 26, we will check in at a Har- 
bor Island hotel, dine, and then spend the 
afternoon at the world-famous San Diego Zoo. 
The evening is free for optional plans. Sunday, 
October 27th will be spent visiting San Pas- 
quale (the cageless portion of the Zoo), a gem 
mine at Pala, and San Luis Rey Mission. Eve- 
ning free. A morning visit to Sea World on 
Monday the 28th will complete the stay. Ar- 
rival back in San Francisco late afternoon on 
the 28th. Limit 40 persons. Cost: $125 per per- 
son, 12 and over: check with Gulliver’s Travel 
(346-4400) for family rates. Price includes 
transportation, hotel, zoo admission and lunch 
on the 27th. No other meals included. Deposit 
$50 (check payable to Gulliver’s Travel). Re- 
mainder payable by October 1. Reservations 
with deposit by mail, only, to Gulliver's Travel, 
3597 Sacramento Street, San Francisco 94118. 


MEET THE STAFF 


FREDA SHERMAN, eer ccione Superintendent 
/Bookkeeper for the Academy, wanted, as a 
very young woman, to become an accountant 
(having a genuine love for figures) but was 
discouraged by her accountant father who felt 
the work too taxing and really not something 
for a member of the distaff side. It was only 
later on in her life that she came around to 
bookkeeping and has reveled in her job at the 
CAS since August 1971. 

Born in Chicago, her family moved to Los 
Angeles when she was ten. She had her early 
school there, graduated from Los Angeles Jun- 
ior College, then proceeded to UC Berkeley 
for two years of study in the social sciences. 
In her Junior year she met her husband Alan. 

Mrs. Sherman worked with various govern- 
mental agencies from 1942-1946. Then her 
family of Sue and Ron arrived after which she 
became a substitute teacher in the Daly City 
School System for 14 years, handling tempor- 
ary classes from kindergarten through the 
eighth grade. When she decided she had had 
her fill of this she worked briefly in local busi- 
nesses and then found her niche at the Acad- 
emy. She is in charge of all the admissions 
cashiers and does general bookkeeping in the 
office. We look to her for attendance figures 
and percentage fluctuations, and the state of 


the so-welcome front door income and up-to- 
date records of expenses. 

She is an avid traveler (and will be in Spain 
and Portugal when this appears in print), a 
theatre and movie buff, and a reader without 


restriction. 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


REGULAR MEMBERS 


L. T. Barrett 

Mr. Fayette J. Brown 
Miss Faye Brownfield 
Mr. Thom Carney 

Mr. Lane Conn 

Miss Zella Counts 

Mr. Lennis D. Delaney 
Miss Sally Ann Dunning 
Mrs, Kay Exarchos 

Mrs. Peter R. Gallagher 
Mr. Chester Gerhardt 


Miss Muzelle Hall 

Mr. Chuck Headlee 

Mr. Richard Dennis Johnston 
Mr. Stan Jonah 

Mr. Stanley T. Mori 

Miss Jennifer Lee Prongos 
Miss Margherita Sensi 
Mrs. V. L. Skjonsby 

Mrs. Jean F. Stewart 

Miss Roberta B. Trout 
Miss Rachel A. Weckerle 


FAMILY MEMBERS 


Mrs. Melanie Bachelor 

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Bachert 
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Bahr 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur E. Barta 
Mrs. Maria Bergmann 

L. Betzer & S. Timmerman 
Alan Carlson Family 

Mr. Edward H. Carus, Jr. 
Mr. James R. Connors 

Mrs. Jean Eagle 

Dr. James C. Field 

Mr. & Mrs, Lancaster R. Fontaine 
Mr, E. L. Gunther 

Dr. Ralph C. Hall 

The Harper Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Holtz 

Mr. Stephen N. Invin 

Mr. Jack R. Kahl 

Dr, & Mrs. Randy Kidd 


Mr. & Mrs. Joe Kintz 

Prof. Dr. Joe E. Marian 

Mr. & Mrs. Ken McKay 

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Nelson 

Mr. Stephen E. Oliva & Family 
Mr. Bruce R. Pollard 

Mrs. Sheila Ann Reed 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. Ruhland 
Cdr. & Mrs. Richard Sardeson 
Mr. & Mrs. Hayden Shuey 
Mrs. Susan H. Sibbet 

Mr. Verne L. Skjonsby, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Smith 


iM. & M. Swedsen 


Mr, Frank B. Thirion 

Mrs. Regina Wadsworth 

Mr. James B. Waldron & Family 

Mr, & Mrs. John F. Whedon, Jr. * 
Roger & Mary Williams 


Mr. Spence St. M. Wood 


LIFE MEMBER 


Mrs. Pauline B. Haun 
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